CHAPTER V

THE MEDICI PALVCE

BEFORE taking our next step in the history of the Medici let
us look at the house in which they lived, and which is insepa-
rably connected with Cosimo, its builder, for it is a notable
one. For this is the cradle in which things which now form
ull the intellectual life of Europe were nursed and nourished
in their infancy, and helped to grow.

The Medici in the course of their history occupied three suc-
cessive palaces in Florence: the first, that which was occupied
by Giovanni di Bicci,1 connected with their rise; the second,
this in the Via Larga, connected with all their greatest time
in history; the third, that on the south side of the Arno (the
Pitti Palace),2 connected with their decline and end. But it is
this second of the three, their home during all the time of
their greatest achievements, which must ever have the chief
attraction for those who study their history.

A world of interest gathers round this palace. It is interest-
ing architecturally, as the first to be constructed of all the
Renaissance palaces of Florence; it is interesting, historically,
from the many important events with which it is associated;
and, lastly, it is deeply interesting on account of its connection
with Learning and Art.3

As regards its architectural interest, the first thing notice-
able about it is its date (1430), and its extraordinary advance
in style, spaciousness, and general arrangements, beyond all
palaces of like date in France, England, or Germany. We
look at it when it has been standing four hundred and seventy
five years, and yet do not find it jar on us by any appearance
of inferiority of style, or meanness of proportions. Thus we an
apt to forget that it was built when the battle of Agincouri
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